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It’ s not about me, it’ s about HIM
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“FEWR, IUMEEF R AT, SRR TR, REUDMIEEAR T RS
H, “Good morning, As I reflect on our trip together I want to praise the Lord
for all the blessings we shared. Talking with all the brothers and sisters was
truly a gift from the Lord. As I came down the stairs and seeing the smiles and
warm greetings from the group. Each and everyone of you have added
something special to my life that only can be from God. I enjoyed the hike more
than I can even explain. The laughter, the smiles even in a language I don’ t
understand I could feel it deep in my heart. I could point out some thing about
everyone of you but I’ m afraid that would be a very long text. I will, however,
point out Pastor and Da Ge as true men of God that helped lead us through the

week. May God bless you and keep you and until we see each other again. J\”
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My Xiao Lao Hu
Curtis Baker

As I reflect back in time and remember my hip replacement, I am grateful
for the experience that drew me closer to Christ. I ultimately was in his hands
that was clear to me from the start. My only option was to trust him. The
following testimony, however, is only begins with a hip but is about my

marriage:-- hold on--- It is about God’ s grace.

Honesty is a virtue I intend to uphold each day so I will begin with a truth
that may seem insensitive. Prior to my hip replacement, I remember many
brothers and sisters from NCBC and other churches my wife and I attended,
telling me that they are praying for me. Although I truly appreciate the thoughts
and prayers, | work in the medical field and my understanding of the upcoming
surgery was very straightforward. God said to me the human understanding is
now clear to you but you must trust me to walk with you through the fear of the
unknown. What I wanted at the time was not prayers for my hip surgery but
prayers and fellowship concerning my marriage. It is important to point out I will

only tell my experience, my wife has her own story to tell.

I thought about all the brothers and sisters and the years of marriage
between them. Surely with all this vast experience they will ask, “brother have
are things with you and Yuanjie? I remember when my wife and I were first
married and we were getting to know one another. Let me share with you how
we both came to know the Lord more through our struggles and suffering along

with our love.”

Again, please understand this is not to blame others but to exemplify the
true extent of my powerlessness. I soon found another human being could not
help me I needed God. The differences between Yuanjie and I seemed
insurmountable at times, I was crushed, broken. I am sure during the worst
arguments I had very little to say to God merely because I had no idea what to
say. My brain had solutions but when implemented, they failed utterly. I recall
Pastor always calmly saying that we must trust the Lord. I absolutely knew then

and now that I would never break the covenant of marriage because I truly
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believe God’ s word and it is clear about the covenant of marriage. I thought
about how God made his covenant with Israel, always with his hand out to help
his people, yet they turned their back on him engaging in idolatry and sin. Just
then a profound sadness welled inside of me as I imagined how sad and
disappointed God must feel. I am sure I cannot describe the true essence of what

happened next; it seems beyond human language.
Grace.

A true father.

I was at peace.

Almost instantly, I saw the brokenness in my wife and myself in a different
light. Kindness and compassion quickly replaced my selfish feelings of hatred
and pride. I realized the woman [ wanted to run from is now the woman I love in
an entirely different way. Never had I experienced this love. All I did was trust
God and he continues to pour his love and Grace down on me, increasing every
day. The scripture: “We love because he first loved us “1 John 4:19 I began to
understand in my heart. I start every day off with time with God then music. The

lyrics to my favorite hymns can often describe what I experience better than I.
“Thought Satan should buffet, thou trials should come

Let this blessed assurance control

That Christ has regarded my helpless estate

And hath shed his own blood for my soul.”

Audrey Assad

Praise the Lord.
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Baptism Testimony

Joshua Lu

In high school, I believed that if I just worked hard and avoided doing bad
things, good things would naturally come my way - of course, I also had the
support of friends and family. However, in college, there were many times where
I faced struggles that left me feeling alone, with uncertainty constantly lying
ahead of me. When I brought these concerns to my parents, their first response
was not to tell me to get help from a friend, online, or teacher, but to pray - and

that they were praying everyday from back home.

This common response always struck me in my heart and regardless of
the challenge, I miraculously overcame it - and at the bottom of the heart, I knew

that God was always with me no matter the issue.

But I always reflected. Why do I pray? Who am I praying to? Why do I
deserve God’ s help? If I have a difficult test, am I praying to God to help me
choose the right answers, or am I praying so that he will make the professor

write easy questions I will know the answer to.

Overtime, [ realized that ambition and personal effort, while important, are
small things in the eyes of God. When I came back home, I began to reflect and
think about all the good that God has done in my life and for my parents in
unexpected ways, even when I hadn’ t recognized it at the time. I saw that I

needed to surrender myself to Him and trust in His plan, not just my own.

Only by following Christ do I feel a sense of purpose, rather than following
my own personal desires. I believe that Jesus Christ is our Lord and Savior and
died for our sins, and this undeserving sacrifice reflects the love that God has
for me and those around me. I still feel the need to ask for his forgiveness and

support, and most importantly, I still feel the need to show my love for God.

Now, I am excited to take the first step by proclaiming my faith through
baptism and receive the Holy spirit. I know that this does not mark the middle

of my journey with Christ, but the beginning of a lifelong walk with Him. I know
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there will be challenges ahead, but with him leading me, I have faith I will stay

on the right path even if there are things I don’ t fully understand.

Through this community and my brothers and sisters, [ am so excited and
have faith that I will discover more the teachings of Christ and about God’ s will
and plan for me. So with this upcoming baptism, I am choosing to publicly

declare my faith and commit my life to Him.
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