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Bridges International, 2009

tag with her. However, this time, the cup had

On a chilly Sunday morning, we headed out
from Nashville, TN to New Brunswick, NJ in
a |2-passengers van and a SUV for the
Bridges International (Bl) conference. Our
team consisted of 18 people from Vanderbilt
University (VU) and Nashville Chinese Baptist
Church (NCBC). Everyone was in the vehi-
cles except for one who took a flight. The
drive to NJ was more than 15 hours, but the
trip passed by quickly and was pleasant, due
to the excitement that we all shared. During
this trip to NJ and the conference were bless-
ings to our spiritual walks, since we were able
to evangelize, to grow, and to build a strong
bond with one another.

During the conference, there were group
discussions and social opportunities that al-
lowed us to evangelize. The group discus-
sions were simulated with many questions
that were both thought provoking and in-
triguing. The materials served as ice-breakers
in order to provide for us a platform to talk
about Christ. We especially loved the video
that showed the broken relationship between
a father and a daughter. In the video, the
daughter rebelled against her father. She
stole from him and left him. After that, she
lived a life of drunkenness and promiscuity.
When she was at the lowest point of her life,
she started to see how empty her sinful life
was. At that moment, her father reached out
to her with a mean of communication, and it
was a plastic cup with a red string attached to
it. The cup was tied onto a kite and was
flown to her. During her childhood, the fa-
ther often used the same cup to play phone
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become a supernatural device that connected
her to her father regardless of the magnitude
of their separation. Through the cup, the

daughter was able to find her way back to her

father. When they saw each other, the
daughter ran away from her father once
more, probably due to shame, but the father
still left a cup on her seat on the bus that
carried her away. This video reminded us of
the prodigal son in the bible (Luke 15:11-32).
The video was able to put a modern twist to
the prodigal son’s story plus a lot of emo-
tional elements. In addition, the video con-
tained no speech, so it allowed plenty of
room for imagination and discussion.
Through the video, we were able to tell peo-
ple more about the love of God, and surely,
his love is patient, longsuffering, abundant,
forgiving, and unconditional.

Uplifting seminars and worships were a major

part of the conference. During the worships,
we were able to sing praises to God and
learned from different teachers. It was very
encouraging to see how many young people
were serving at the worships with passion.
Truly, God has not forsaken the Chinese in

the U.S. God is raising up a young and strong

generation to continue his work on earth. In
addition to the worships, there were semi-
nars for both non-Christians and Christians.
For the non-Christians, there were seminars
that would give them more opportunities to
learn about Christ and to have their ques-
tions answered. For the Christians, there
were seminars that would allow them to
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learn more about growing in Christ and how
to serve the Lord. All the seminars were
really beneficial, and they motivated all of us
to run stronger on the race of our pilgrimage.

For the off-times, we would be hanging-out
with one another and play snow-ball fight;
some of us got destroyed by some high-speed
snowball with deadly accuracy. We were
able to enjoy both New Jersey and New
York, regardless of the cold weather. During
our time together, we were able to build a
stronger bond with one another. Dave Men-
nen took time to tell us his story about the
first time when he met his wife, and how he
judged her and disliked her based on where
she was from (Go, Texas!). Nevertheless,
Dave was able to get passed his prejudices
and saw the wonderful attributes of his wife.
Needless to say, they got married and had
many wonderful children. At the end of the
story, he asked us to not judge another per-
son too quickly before we have a chance to
know them, and we think that his advice
really aided the growth of our friendships.

During this trip, we learned many valuable
lessons, both from the conference and from
each other. Praise the Lord that we arrived
to the conference and came back safely. We
would like to thank Bridges International and
its stuffs, especially Dave Mennen. Thank you
for supporting us both financially and spiritu-
ally through prayer and wise counsel (thank
you, Dave, for talking us out of renting the 15
- passengers van due to safety reason). We
would like to thank Nashville Chinese Baptist
church for its financial support and spiritually
support (thank you for praying for us in the
prayer meeting. Our trip was so smooth that
it seemed like God had paved a new road for
us).
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